THE REDISCOVERY OF ENAMEL

THOUGH the art of making common vessels
of clay was known to most of the ancient
nations, that of manufacturing enameled earthen-
ware was much less common* It was, however,
practiced by the ancient Etruscans, specimens of
whose ware are still to he found in antiquarian
collections. But it became a lost art, and was
only recovered at a comparatively recent date.
The Etruscan ware was very valuable in ancient
times, a vase being worth its weight in gold m
the time of Augustus* The Moors seemed to have
preserved among them a knowledge of the art,
which they were found practising in the island
of Majorca when it was taken by the Pisans in
015. Among the spoil carried away were many
plates of Moorish earthenware, which, in token
of triumph^ were imbedded m the walls of sev-
eral of the ancient churches of Pisa, where they
arc to be seen to this day. About two centuries
later the Italians began to make an imitation
enameled ware, which they named Majolica,
after the Moorish place of manufacture*

The reviver or re-discoverer of the art of
enameling in Italy wa$ Luca dclla Robbk, a
43